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                  Nora Demers is an Associate Professor of Biology at Florida Gulf Coast University.
                     She teaches undergraduate courses in Biology, interdisciplinary science and interdisciplinary
                     studies. Her scholarship focus is on endocrine disruption. Professional memberships
                     include the American Association for the Advancement of Sciences, (AAAS), National
                     Sciences Teachers Association (NSTA), Society for Freshwater Scientists, the Gopher
                     Tortoise Council and Sigma Xi.

Dr. Demers's work has been published in Fish and Shellfish Immunology, Journal of
                     College Science Teaching, Council on Undergraduate Research Quarterly, and International
                     Journal of E-Learning.

                  
                  To reach more about Dr. Demers's research and courses, please visit her faculty page.

                  
                     	
                           Education
Toggle Education
                              	Ph.D. in Zoology, Oregon State University M.S. Zoology, Oregon State University
	B.S. in Life Sciences University of Missouri-Rolla


                           

                        
	
                           Research and Teaching Interests
Toggle Research and Teaching InterestsCurrent research include analysis of waters in southwest Florida for the presence
                              of chemicals of emerging concern, their biological effect, relationship to nutrients,
                              and temporal changes.  Chemicals of most interest include endocrine disrupting compounds
                              (EDC’s) that are present in personal care products, medications, plastics, pesticides
                              and herbicides. Our work is focusing on surface water systems including the drainage
                              district in San Carlos Park (South Fort Myers) where the majority of the 8000 homes
                              use septic tanks for their wastewater treatment, local isolated ponds receiving treated
                              wastewater effluent (aka reuse), golf course stormwater ponds, agricultural canals
                              and small creeks and springs.  We are looking at the mosquitofish (Gambusia affinis holbrooki) for evidence of reproductive abnormalities and their relationships to chemicals
                              in the waters.  We are also looking at groundwater and drinking water for presence
                              of these chemicals.  

In addition, she is working with undergraduate students examining ‘big data’ available
                              from agencies including an extensive sea turtle nesting and hatching database from
                              Collier County that students are exploring the impacts human development, beach renourishment
                              on success of nesting and hatchlings.  

She also mentors Biology and Environmental Studies students on their independent projects.
                               Topics range from microbial diversity to sea turtle nesting sites, ADHD, L.A.S.I.K.
                              surgery, incidence and study of violence in rape cases, animal models for Muscular
                              Dystrophy research.

For more information regarding Dr. Demers's research and course information, visit her faculty page.

                        
	
                           Courses Offered
Toggle Courses Offered
                              Current/Active Courses

                              
                              	PCB 4233C Immunology
	ISC 3120C Scientific Process
	BSC 4933 Current topics in Biology: Environmental
	Endocrine Disruptors
	IDS 3920 University Colloquium: A Sustainable Future
	Scientific Process
	University Colloquium
	Current topics in Biology: Endocrine Disruption
	Current topics in Biology: Microbiota
	General Biology I
	Senior Research in Biology
	Senior Presentation in Biology
	Issues in Science and Technology


                           

                        
	
                           Conference Presentations
Toggle Conference Presentations
                              	Society for Environmental Toxicology and Chemistry
	Annual Gopher Tortoise Council Meeting
	Greater Everglades Ecosystem Restoration
	Gordon Research Conference on Visualization in Science and Education workshops
	Biology Leadership Conference
	National Council on Ecosystem Restoration


                           

                        
	
                           Grants & Awards
Toggle Grants & AwardsGrants:

                              
                              	Florida Humanities Council
	East Mulloch Drainage District
	Charlotte Harbor National Estuary Program
	FGCU Center for Environment and Society: Student Associate for a Green Environment
                                    grants with students
	FGCU Seidler Benefaction Award
	FGCU Scholarship Venture Fund


                              Awards:

                              
                              	Estero Bay Agency on Bay Management Environmental Stewardship Award for Exemplary
                                    service
	Aquila Award in recognition of Oustanding student scholarship support.
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